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A Toy Bugatti

The half-size electric Grand Prix car was a
joy to youngsters throughout the world.
Capable of speeds of ten to twelve miles
per hour, the Baby Bugatti offered endless
hours of imaginative play.
In 1922 Ettore Bugatti developed a toy for
his five-year-old son, Roland, a miniature
Grand Prix car complete with electric
motor, single-stage gear transmission, and
pneumatic tires on detachable wheels
with wooden shoe brakes.
 
The toy’s success convinced Bugatti to
produce the car commercially. The Type

52, or “Baby” Bugatti, as it was known, was
first shown at the Milan and Paris Auto
Salons in 1927. Over the next decade it
garnered 452 orders from excited parents.
It was an instant hit for youngsters who
frequented popular French promenades
and resorts with their Bugatti-owning
parents. Notable owners include the king
of Morocco, whose son was among the
first to receive a Baby. For a plaything, it
was a sophisticated piece of equipment,
with custom steel Grand Prix coachwork,
custom-cast, spoked Bugatti wheels, and
Dunlop Cord Ballon juvenile tires. Over
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time these refined toys have become
pieces of pride in Bugatti collections
around the world.
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In 1987 Peter Mullin found this Baby Bugatti
in Argentina, where it was being displayed
at a circus.
 It was restored in Los Angeles under the
guidance of Bugatti expert Bunny Phillips.
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PROFILE

Coachbuilder Factory

Chassis number 379-A

Body type Baby

Number made 452

Production span 1927-1937

Acceleration 0

Top Speed 10
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BODY | CHASSIS

Front brakes type Hand-cable-operated drum

Rear brakes type Hand-cable-operated drum

Front suspension type Solid axle with semielliptical leaf
springs

Length 6' 4"

Height (Ground line to highest roof) 2' 1"

Width 2' 4"

Weight 150 lbs

ENGINE

Displacement 0

Distribution 12-Volt electric

Engine capacity & output unavailable

Transmission Rear wheel drive

Overdrive 0
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